Honoring our Retiree Volunteers of the Year!

Retiree Chapter Volunteers of the Year were recognized and honored by Duke Energy at a luncheon on April 21, 2010.  These outstanding individuals were selected for dedication to their Chapter and commitment and service to others during 2009. 

Congratulations Duke Energy Retiree Volunteers of the Year!  Thank you for your gift of time, your compassion for others, and your commitment to community.   
Larry and Linda McAlister, Anderson Chapter

Linda retired in 2003 from Operations & Maintenance at the Anderson, SC Operations Center after nearly 23 years of service, and Larry retired from Foundry & Steel, Inc. in Anderson.  Both Linda and Larry are tireless volunteers for the Anderson Retiree Chapter, Anderson Interfaith Ministries and their church.  They also visit nursing homes and run errands, do yard work and clean homes for elderly neighbors and drive them to doctors’ appointments.  Larry serves as the vice chairman of the board of directors for Anderson County Disability and Special Needs.  The Anderson Chapter honors Linda and Larry McAlister for their leadership and dedication to helping others and proudly names them as their Volunteers of the Year.

Bruce & Julie Cole, Blue Ridge Chapter

Bruce retired in 1999 from the Hendersonville area after 26 years of service.  For the last 13 years, Bruce and Julie have been holding services every Wednesday night at the Hendersonville Rescue Mission.  Both travel with their church’s outreach program to South and Central America helping build schools and churches, and Julie works with children putting on programs for them as they await medical treatment.  Bruce has a bluegrass gospel group called the Green River Boys.  Together for 11 years, they perform at many benefits to help raise awareness and funds for military personnel, the American Cancer Society and many other charitable organizations.  Bruce and Julie Cole are devoted volunteers and the Blue Ridge Chapter is proud to honor them as their Volunteers of the Year.
Bob & Pam Skillman, Burlington Chapter

Bob retired from Duke Energy in 2006 after 33 years of service.  Pam hasn’t retired yet and works at Alamance Community College and the Burlington YMCA.  Bob learned the importance of volunteerism years ago; he achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America, and still today serves on the Boy Scouts troop committee and is helping construct a new scout building in Burlington.  Bob is a member of the Lions Club, serves as a camp counselor at Camp Dogwood and prepares meals at the Good Shepherd Kitchen.  As a member of the Peacemakers Quilt Guild, Pam makes baby quilts for the Alamance Region Medical Center, wall quilts for the Burlington Hospice Home and Christmas stockings for our military serving in Iraq.  Pam is also a member of Angels Among Us participating in their Family Fun Walk, and she supports the Brain Tumor Center at Duke Hospital.  Both Bob and Pam are regular blood donors and cook breakfast at the Burlington Hospice Home twice a month.  The Burlington Chapter feels Bob and Pam Skillman represent the true spirit of volunteerism and are honored to have them as their Volunteers of the Year.

Dan Caldwell, Charlotte Chapter

Dan retired in 2004 from Catawba Nuclear Station after 25 years of service with the company.  Dan is a tireless volunteer through the Rotary Club leading fundraisers for Shamrock Gardens Elementary School, the Charlotte Boxing Academy and the Raffi Orthopedic Hospital in Kenya.  He participates in the North Tryon Road clean-up, Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox program and he rings the bell for Salvation Army.  He has been an usher at his church for 35 years and is currently serving on the church property committee.  Through the Charlotte Retiree Chapter, Dan volunteers at Classroom Central, the Salvation Army Christmas Bureau and the Coulwood Middle School annual project.  In April of this year, Dan was elected to serve as an officer on the Duke Energy Retiree Club Board.   The Charlotte Chapter is honored to name Dan Caldwell as their Volunteer of the Year for his dedication to helping others and his leadership and devotion to his retiree chapter and our retiree club.
Betty Kling, Cincinnati Chapter
Betty is the surviving spouse of Cincinnati Gas & Electric employee Thomas P. Kling who retired in 1979 from the credit/customer relations group after 30 years of service.  Betty is a cherished member of the Retiree Chapter and volunteered almost 300 hours in 2009.  She is active in her church helping with phones and mailings, making baptismal certificates, putting together booklets and assisting at funerals.  She is an ambassador for the Cincinnati International Airport answering travelers’ questions and directing them to their departure gates.  Betty also volunteers as an usher at the Aronoff Center for the Arts theatre.  The Cincinnati Chapter honors Betty Kling for her service and dedication to the community and they are proud to have her as their Volunteer of the Year.
Pearlee Mae Lee, Clemson Chapter
Pearlee retired in 2000 from Human Resources at Oconee Nuclear Station after 28 years of service with the company.  Last year, Pearlee volunteered over 900 hours, directing her time and talents to help the Lyla Doyle Nursing Home, Daily Bread & Daily Rest food and shelter ministries, Bethesda Ministries and the Salvation Army.  Pearlee is also a member and former director of Foster Parents of South Carolina.  She loves staying active and helping others, and Pearlee’s actions genuinely hold true to her motto:  “Love is not love until you give it away”.  The Clemson Chapter believes Pearlee Mae Lee is truly deserving of this recognition, and they are proud to honor her as their Volunteer of the Year.

Lois Shumate, Foothills Chapter

After 28 years of service, Lois retired in 2006 from the Customer Service Center in Hickory, NC.  Lois is a dedicated and tireless volunteer and shares her time and talents with Hospice both working in their office and as a volunteer.  In addition to her volunteer work at Hospice, Lois is involved with Communities In Schools, the Baptist Children’s Home and she participates in the many volunteer activities planned by the Foothills Chapter.  As an active member of her church, Lois prepares bulletins, is a choir member and plays piano.  Lois is a wonderful volunteer who is always there to help people throughout her community and the Foothills Chapter is proud to honor Lois Shumate as their Volunteer of the Year.

Paul Dewitt Price, Gaffney Chapter

Paul retired in 1992 from Construction after 35 years of service with the company.  Paul’s expertise is invaluable – he builds handicap ramps, widens doorways, does plumbing and electrical work, makes general repairs and does lawn work and pressure washing on homes for those in need.  Paul volunteers at the Connie Maxwell Children’s Home, nursing homes and his church; he takes food to the elderly and also checks in with them frequently making sure all is well and offering to help in any way he can.  The Gaffney Chapter is proud to have Paul Price as a member and they are honored to name him as their Volunteer of the Year.
James & Martha Mitchell, Gastonia Chapter

In 1995 James retired from the Human Resources group in Corporate Safety after 22 years with the company, and Martha retired from the First Presbyterian Church in Stanley.  James, a member of the Stanley Civil Defense, serves as the organization’s treasurer and is an emergency medical responder.  Both James and Martha are valued members of the Gastonia Chapter and support and participate in Chapter activities.  They are active Global Outreach volunteers and traveled to New Orleans for Hurricane Katrina relief work, to Haiti where they worked with orphans, to Paraguay to do construction and work with children, and to Mexico where they helped with construction projects.  The Gastonia Chapter is honored and proud to name James & Martha Mitchell as their Volunteers of the Year.

Gary & Doris Gantt, Greensboro Chapter

Gary retired from the Transmission department in Greensboro, NC in 1992 after 36 years of service.  Gary and Doris are dedicated volunteers who are committed to their chapter and their community.  Both Gary and Doris are volunteers for Greensboro Beautiful mailing newsletters, helping with surveys, and creating and delivering Christmas wreaths.  They cook and serve meals at the homeless shelter, are active committee members for their church, and Doris also volunteers in the library at Hunter Hills Elementary School.  The Greensboro Chapter proudly honors Gary and Doris Gantt as their Volunteers of the Year.

Bruce & Anna Holcombe, Greenville Retiree Chapter

Bruce retired in 1996 from the marketing department in Greenville after 34 years of service.  Anna retired from Monsanto, but spent several years at Duke early in her career.  Bruce and Anna operate a farm that is open to elementary school and daycare facility field trips.  The children learn about farm  animals, how to plant gardens and many other farm life activities.  Bruce and Anna are active volunteers for the Farm Bureau of Greenville County where Bruce serves as the organization’s president.  Through the Farm Bureau they conduct food drives and participate in projects for the Ronald McDonald House.  Bruce was honored with a national award from the Farm Bureau for his and Anna’s design and creation of a garden at the Fountain Inn, SC community center.  They are active in their church where they volunteer to do home repairs and assist members in need.  They also give their time to the Riley Center, a school designed to help children facing challenges.  Bruce and Anna are dedicated to the Chapter and Bruce works with other members building handicap ramps for clients of Senior Action.  The Greenville Chapter is proud to honor Bruce and Anna Holcombe as their Volunteers of the Year and to thank them for their tireless work in the community. 
Oran Starnes, Sr., Hickory Chapter

After 33 years of service, Oran retired in 1984 from the meter testing and repair group in Hickory, NC.  Now, 86 years young, the Hickory Chapter and area organizations will tell you that Oran is just reaching his prime.  He is a kind and faithful volunteer for the Cancer Resource Center, the Hickory Soup Kitchen, Catawba County Meals on Wheels, and the Red Cross blood mobiles.  Oran’s kindness and caring nature is conveyed through visits and encouragement to new laryngectomees and their families.  The Hickory Chapter is very proud to honor Oran Starnes, Sr. as their Volunteer of the Year.
Clifford Britt, High Point Chapter

Clifford resides in Thomasville and is a dedicated member of the High Point Retiree Chapter.  Through the Thomasville Fire Department, Clifford installs fire alarms for the elderly and disabled in the community.  He is truly committed to helping senior citizens in his community – he is there to take them to doctor appointments or out for a meal, to run errands or help with home improvements, to mow yards and rake leaves.  The High Point Chapter proudly honors Clifford Britt as their Volunteer of the Year.

Bob Wright, Lake Norman Chapter

Bob retired in 1988 from the Gastonia/Lincolnton marketing group after 32 years of service with the company.  Bob is a faithful volunteer at his church and to the elderly in his community.  He videos church services to share with senior citizens confined to their homes and in nursing homes.  Bob is the treasurer for the Greater Gaston Area Fresh Start Widowed Group and committed to the Lake Norman chapter and the many chapter hosted volunteer projects.  The Lake Norman Chapter is proud to have Bob Wright as a fellow member and honored to name him as their Volunteer of the Year.
Fred Cabe, Lakelands Chapter
Fred retired from Kendall Health Care in 1998; his wife Joyce retired from Duke’s Customer Service office in Greenwood, SC after 30 years of service.  Fred shares a very special gift – his gift of music.  He plays the harmonica and sings at assisted living facilities, nursing homes and prisons once or twice a month at more than 12 facilities, and he is in the process now of making a CD for all to enjoy.  The Lakelands Chapter is proud to have Fred as their member and honored to name him their Volunteer of the Year.

Bob Richardson, Lancaster Chapter

Bob retired in 2005 from metering in Lancaster after more than 37 years with the company.  Bob is a devoted volunteer for the Elgin Fire Department helping them raise funds through their community BBQ.   Through Men & Women of Action, he is a valued volunteer helping build churches, orphanages and community school classrooms around the world.    The Lancaster Chapter members are honored to have Bob Richardson as their member and are proud to have him as their Volunteer of the Year.
Robert Owen, Nantahala Chapter
In 1990 after 22 years of service at Catawba Nuclear Station, Robert and his wife Helen retired in the town of Whittier, NC in the beautiful Smokey Mountains.  Once settled in, Robert found a century old church in great need of repair, and so the renovations began – both inside and out.  From refinishing the floors and repairing the bell tower to constructing a safe way for elderly members to enter the church, Robert’s dedication to preserving this historical landmark will continue for many years.  The Nantahala Chapter is proud to honor Robert Owen as their Volunteer of the Year.

Loyd & Marie Schmid, Rock Hill Chapter

Loyd retired in 1989 after working at both the Catawba Nuclear Station and at headquarters in downtown Charlotte.  Loyd and Marie are true blue volunteers in the community.  Marie has volunteered 1,700 hours at the Piedmont Medical Center during the last 14 years.  She taught an adult literacy program, volunteered with Cub Scouts for handicapped boys and serves on the MRDD board.  Loyd volunteered with the rescue squad, serves as the charter organization representative for Boy Scout Troop 391, helped build a golfing area for residents at Midlands Centre, coordinates the athletic breakfast at Northwestern High School and serves on the Rock Hill Retiree Chapter’s Handyman Crew.  Both Loyd and Marie are strong supporters of their Chapter and volunteer to assist members with doctor visits, errands and chores.  They also help with planning and organizing the Rock Hill quarterly meetings.   The Rock Hill Chapter is honored to have Loyd and Marie Schmid as their Volunteers of the Year.
Bill & Jane Sentelle, Rockingham County Chapter
Bill retired from Duke Energy in 1999 with more than 35 years of service.  Bill works on construction projects at Camp Carefree and does maintenance work for Veterans Park in Wentworth.  Bill served on the selection panel to review environmental project proposals from elementary school teachers competing for a Duke Energy Windows of Opportunity Grant presented by NC Beautiful.   Jane worked for Rockingham County Schools and also retired in 1999.  She is an active volunteer at Veterans Park and prepares meals for the homeless shelter.  Jane provides childcare for Mothers of Preschoolers, works with the local Red Cross, knits and crochets shawls and scarves for Hospice patients, and serves as a board member for Caregivers of Rockingham County, an organization serving the disabled and elderly.  Both Bill and Jane volunteer at Meals on Wheels and are very involved in all activities of their church and its outreach ministry.  The Rockingham Chapter proudly honors Bill and Jane Sentelle as their Volunteers of the Year.
Eugene “Dock” & Nita Beaver, Rutherford Chapter

Dock retired from the maintenance department at Cliffside Steam Station in 1999 after 33 years of service, and Nita retired from Burlington.  Dock and Nita are active volunteers through their church’s outreach program and are there to help friends and neighbors in need.  Both Dock and Nita are active members of the Rutherford Retiree Chapter; Nita serves as the volunteer chair and both help with the quarterly meetings and Chapter volunteer projects.  The Rutherford Chapter is proud to have Dock and Nita Beaver as their Volunteers of the Year.

Ross Julian, Salisbury Chapter

After 22 years with the company, Ross retired from Buck Steam Station in 1995.  Ross is an active member of the Spencer Moose Lodge and he has a long list of organizations where he is a valued volunteer – American Children Home, The Salvation Army, The Flight of Honor Scouts, Victory Junction, North Carolina Youth Awareness, the Duke Cancer Fund and Toys for Tots.  Ross also spends time visiting with friends in nursing homes.  The Salisbury Chapter is honored to name Ross Julian as their Volunteer of the Year.
Benjamin & Helen Lancaster, Spartanburg Chapter

Ben retired in 1986 after 35 years of service from the Distribution Maintenance department in Spartanburg, SC.  As a volunteer for the organization Christmas In Action, as well as through his church, Ben makes home repairs for the elderly in his community.  He also gives his time to Mobile Meals, the Spartanburg Regional Hospital System Hospice, and he transports a young man with physical problems to and from doctors’ appointments several times each month.  Helen is a retired nurse and volunteers weekly at Spartanburg Regional Hospice Home greeting families and visiting patients.  During the winter months, Helen collects blankets and distributes them to Miracle Hill Homeless Shelter, The Upstate Children’s Shelter and the Battered Women’s Shelter.  It is an honor for the Spartanburg Chapter to select Ben and Helen Lancaster as their Volunteers of the Year.
Sue Lindsey, Triangle Chapter

Sue is the wife of Duke Energy retiree Gerald Lindsey.  Sue is a dedicated and faithful volunteer for the Ronald McDonald Family Room at Duke Children’s Hospital and she was recently honored as their Volunteer of the Year.  Sue also participates in her community’s Backpack Project that provides food for the weekend to local elementary school children in need.  A member of the Triangle Luncheon Club, she organizes food drives for Urban Ministries and collects stuffed animals and health kits for the Red Cross.  Sue works in the concession stand at local basketball and baseball games to raise money for 20 local charities and participates in the Triangle Retiree Chapter’s planned volunteer projects.  The Triangle Chapter is proud of all she does for the Chapter and their community and proudly honors Sue Lindsey as their Volunteer of the Year.
Carolyn Redding, Winston Salem Chapter
After 23 years of service, Carolyn retired in 2003 from the Rural Hall Operations Center.  Carolyn is a dedicated Chapter member and devoted volunteer in her community.  She gives her time to Meals on Wheels and is a caregiver in the nursery for Mothers of Preschools.  Carolyn is the leader of Grief Share Ministry, a program and support group that helps people through difficult and sorrowful times.  The Winston Salem Chapter is proud to honor Carolyn Redding as their Volunteer of the Year. 
