Date
Resolution In Support Of Duke Energy’s Potential Modernization Of Cliffside Steam Station

Whereas, Duke Energy’s potential $2 billion modernization of Cliffside Steam Station will include the retirement of units 1-4, the construction of a state-of-the-art 800-megawatt coal unit by 2011 and a second 800-megawatt unit based on the level of customer growth and the company’s schedule for bringing a new nuclear power plant online.  

Whereas, The modernization of Cliffside Steam Station in Rutherford and Cleveland counties is an environmentally-sound and cost effective way for Duke Power to keep power rates low. 

Whereas, Duke Energy will continue to comply with North Carolina’s stringent “Clean Smokestacks” legislation and reduce its sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions in the state by 70 and 30 percent respectively – to ensure the state’s air quality continues to improve.  

Whereas, The modernization of Cliffside Steam Station will reduce water withdrawal rates from the Broad River by 85 percent. 

Whereas, The economic benefits of the Cliffside Steam Station modernization will be substantial to Rutherford and Cleveland counties, including a three and a half year construction payroll of more than $100 million for each unit, a significant increase in each county’s property taxes and the use of local vendors during the construction and operation of the plant whenever possible.
Whereas, Duke Energy adds between 40,000 and 60,000 new customers annually and the company has not built a new “base load” power plant since 1986.

Whereas, As outlined in an air permit filed with North Carolina’s Department of Environment and Natural Resources, the two modern coal units feature emissions control equipment that is capable of removing approximately:  

· 99.9 percent of the fly ash emissions  

· 96 percent of the sulfur dioxide emissions  

· 92 percent of the sulfate emissions  

· 87 percent of the nitrogen oxide emissions. 

Whereas,  Duke Energy’s strategy to continue to minimize carbon dioxide emissions in the future is to build a new nuclear power plant that produce no carbon dioxide emissions and modernize our coal plant fleet to further improve its efficiency.  In addition, Duke Energy is advocating a national economy wide policy to Climate Change to ensure carbon dioxide emissions reductions occur in all sectors of the economy (transportation, industry and electric utilities) and avoid inconsistent state-by-state carbon dioxide emission regulations.

It is resolved that, ______________ fully supports Duke Energy’s efforts to permit, construct and operate a modernized Cliffside Steam Station. 
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